
Hello team, 

So many good things happening… so many things to pray for! We’re in a great ministry season. And we’d 
love to engage your strategic prayer and help. In this letter: 

• report on Dan & Caleb’s mission trip to Alaska native villages; 
• how this experience is changing our vision for college students in the Northwest; 
• prayers for ministry and the Guenther family. 

Updated ministry needs 
This summer Dan and I will raise our budget for the next four years with Chi Alpha/US Missions. And so 
we need to raise $1200/month in August to meet the need. This is for obvious increases in cost-of-living 
that everyone is experiencing—not only us, but yourselves as well—and it is for ministry opportunities that 
we are engaged on campuses around the area, which I hope you will read about below.  
Our question: if  you are in a position to do so, would you consider increasing your monthly commitment? 
Whether it’s adding $50 to your monthly gift, or more or less… we would be blessed. We are privileged to 
have you as our partners, regardless. (And we hope to see some of  you this summer!) 
Above all, keep praying for Jesus’ mission to transform students—they are on God’s heart.  

They showed us a vision of the future 
Last month, Caleb and I (Dan) went to Alaska to see the 
incredible work that our Chi Alpha teams have been doing 
to reach native/rural Alaska villages. 
That visit has been profoundly influential for myself  and 
for many of  our national XA leaders on the trip. What we 
encountered was a powerful vision for Chi Alpha graduates
—who are not headed into pastoral ministry or missions—
to receive training and then find jobs in the marketplace as 
part of  a church planting team. 
You see the stories on the next page. But here is the vision: 
1. After they graduate, students come to Alaska for a year 

of  training, while they obtain a teaching certificate. 
2. They commit to teach for four years in native villages 

(reaching the Yup’ik people) alongside a team. 
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Our first XA teachers 
have been sent to 

west Alaska villages



Caleb was able to come with me (missing school 
for a week!) and just loved it. On our first night in 
Bethel, Alaska, we found an abandoned church 
which had the names of  56 native Alaskan villages 
on the wall. Our team of  20 pastors prayed for 
them by name (at right) and Caleb had a powerful 
encounter with the Holy Spirit during the prayer. 
First: we were able to visit the Fairbanks training 
center for our Chi Alpha graduates. It is a 10-
month training in ministry skills, and learning the 
practical life skills for rural Alaskan life. This was 
good, because we already have two CWU students 
preparing to join this mission once they graduate.  
Second: we were able to meet the first XA-trained 
teachers who have been sent to western Alaska. At 
right are Cullen & Megan, who went to the village of  
Tuluksak (standing with our Alaska Chi Alpha leader 
on the left). They had a baby during their first year as 
teachers in the village, and the natives in the village 
are surprised they are returning. Most teachers don’t 
stay more than a few months!! 
Third: kids loved us in every village! We 
visited three locations (Tuluksak, Bethel, 
Akiak) and kids always followed us. When 
our teachers have their first converts, no 
doubt it will begin through the families.  

In fact, we were pleased to meet a Yup’ik native who is actively helping our Chi Alpha graduates to gain 
trust in the village — he’s quite the networker. And as we prayed for the teachers who are witnessing to 
him (Caleb and Cali), it seemed clear that he would be their first convert.  
So an eight-year project — which began with the launch of  our two Chi Alpha ministries (University of  
Alaska in Fairbanks and in Anchorage) — is seeing the first fruits of  their vision to mobilize students.
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Dan, Caleb, and big mtns

Praying for native Alaska

in Tuluksak, AK
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Where from here? 
One of  the sayings that (I think) will make it around the country is “The State is our Campus.” Every 
college student is discipled with the understanding that they will take what Jesus teaches them on campus 
and bring it wherever they go in the Northwest. Conversation skills, evangelism, ability to lead others in a 
Bible study, skills in planning ministry and making it healthy … all Chi Alpha students learn these things.  
We (Becky and I) are casting vision to our Chi Alpha leaders to pray and help students think about three 
aspects of  calling when they graduate: 
— To reach the college campus in our region 
— To consider world missions (giving a year) 
— To be trained for ministry in the marketplace 
And we are actively taking steps to help develop the 
training that they need. This will involve creating post-
collegiate training (much like we saw in Alaska), even 
for students who don’t do the full Chi Alpha internship. 
It involves spending more time visiting our campuses. 
So… please pray that we set goals, attract students, 
gain the funding, and pray God’s vision into being!  

Our prayer needs for the summer and year 
1. We will join 1,300 Chi Alpha missionaries from around the USA from July 24-29. The national 

Campus Missions Conference happens every four years. This year is in Phoenix. And it will be the last 
experience for both Hannah and Caleb as missionary kids. The theme is Holy Spirit Empowerment.  

2. Pray for God to supply our budget needs. If  you are able, we want to ask our support team to consider 
making a cost-of-living increase to your giving. We understand that not everyone is able. Our family is 
headed into the teenage “launch” years and we greatly appreciate your partnership! And our vision for 
launching students as life-long Kingdom workers continues to grow. Pray for provision. 

3. Hannah is praying about where to apply for college in a few months. WWU is very possible. We want 
her to land in a place that has strong, intentional Christian community. Pray for guidance. 

4. Caleb is wanting to take a college class each semester next 
year — in his sophomore year of  high school. School has 
been difficult (i.e. not very challenging), and he is motivated 
by the strong influence of  Chi Alpha students he knows. Pray 
that he grows leaps and bounds.  
At right, you see a picture of  two of  our Chi Alpha alumni, 
Drew & Alyssa, who have been an influence on Hannah and 
Caleb over the years. They served as missionaries in 
Indonesia, and now teach in North Africa. 

Thank you for standing with us!

Our family with alumni, Drew & Alyssa


